
Epigraphy, Art History, Archaeology, Topography in a Roman Catacomb  
 

A case of interaction between research projects:  

Epigraphic Database Bari (UniBa, Bari, Italy) and  

Domitilla Projekt (ÖAW, Wien, Austria - DAI [Abt. Rom], Deutschalnd) 



Rome, suburb. 

Christian catacombs 

along  the via Appia 

and via Ardeatina 



ICVR, III. Detail of the second level plan of the Domitilla catacomb 



EDB. Detail of the insertion mask.  

Data related to the pertinence and the conservation places of the inscriptions 



Domitilla Projekt. Detail of the second level plan of the catacomb:  

region M (so-called hypogaeum of the Flavi  Aureli) 



START-Project  

„The Domitilla-Catacomb in Rome. 

Archaeology, Architecture and Art History of a Late Roman Cemetery” 

 
-financed by the Austrian science fund FWF  

-installed at the Austrian Academy of Sciences  

-based at the Institute for Studies of Ancient Culture 

-in national cooperation with the Institute of History of Art, Building Archaeology and Restoration of the  

Technical University of Vienna  



Image Laser Scanner Riegl LMS Z-420i  



Point cloud Domitilla 

Catacomb 

 

1.906 scanpositions 

ca. 2.000.000.000 

points 



orthophoto of point cloud 



New AutoCAD plan of Domitilla catacomb 



The Scanopy Project: view of the entire point cloud 



View of the outside and inside structure of the catacomb 



Selection of single regions 



Measuring of distances 
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EDB + Domitilla Projekt.  

Detail of the second level plan, region T with interactive links to EDB 



EDB + Domitilla Projekt.  

Detail of the second level plan, region M  

Result of the interactive link to EDB23766 = ICVR III 7195 

 



EDB + Domitilla Projekt.  

Detail of the second level plan, region M  



Hypogaeum of the  

Flavi Aureli 



ICVR, III 7060 = EDB 22121: ((Flavilla)) ((avis)) 

Hypogaeum Flavi Aurelii, gall. M4, southern side. Two inscriptions still in situ 

ICVR, III 6676 = EDB 22595: Euporo filio dul/cissimo benemer/enti parentes qui / vicsit annis VIIII 



Hypogaeum of the Flavi Aureli 

Gall. g (M01+M12), East side 

"Suspended" cubiculum Tumbs “a mensa” 

Ordinary loculi 



Hypogaeum of the Flavi Aurelii  

 

         lintels                      original position of the cub. Mh lintel?   



Cubiculum Mn 

Painting 17 



Cubiculum Mn 

Painting 17 



Painting 17 (Mn) 

Painting 23 

(Good Shepard) 

Painting 6 

(Flavi) 

Painting 49 

(Ampliatus) 







Catacomb of Domitilla, cubiculum Mc.  

Lintel over the entrance [ICVR, III 6662 = EDB 22759]: Ecpleciorum  
(Photo by A. E. Felle, on permission of PCAS). 



Catacomb of Domitilla, cubiculum Mh.  

Reversed lintel reused as a doorstep [EDB 8366: not in ICVR]: Grapti  
(Photo by A. E. Felle, on permission of  PCAS). 



Catacomb of Domitilla, cubiculum Ml.  

Inscription in situ  [ICVR, III 7195 = EDB 23766]:  

a. ᾿Ε{ν}ξουπερα<ν>τίας / ((avis)) 

 b. ((avis)) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo by A. E. Felle, on permission of  PCAS). 



Catacomb of Domitilla, gall. M1.  

Inscription in situ  [ICVR, III 6764 = EDB 22820]  
(Photo by A. E. Felle, on permission of  PCAS). 



Catacomb of Domitilla, gall. M1.  

Inscription in situ  [ICVR, III 6764 = EDB 22820] 

a. ((avis)) 

b. Pancratius Isi/dor{ae}ae bonae 

  
(Photo by A. E. Felle, on permission of  PCAS). 



Catacomb of Domitilla, gall. M4.  

Inscription in situ  [ICVR, III 6764 = EDB 22820]: ((avis)) 
(Photo by A. E. Felle, on permission of  PCAS). 



Catacomb of Domitilla, gall. M1.  

Inscription in situ  [ICVR, III 6764 = EDB 22820] 

a. ((avis)) 

b. Pancratius Isi/dor{ae}ae bonae 

  
(Photo by A. E. Felle, on permission of  PCAS). 



Catacomb of Domitilla, gall. M1.  

Inscription in situ  [ICVR, III 6764 = EDB 22820] 

  

Catacomb of Domitilla, gall. M2.  

[ICVR, III 6654 = EDB 20698]: Q(uintius) Domitius / Peregrinus  
(Photo by A. E. Felle, on permission of  PCAS). 



Catacomb of Domitilla, cubiculum Ma (latest phase of the hypogaeum).  

Inscriptions in situ  with tria nomina (Photos by A. E. Felle, on permission of  PCAS) 

  

[ICVR, III 6769 = EDB 22825] 

[ICVR, III 6533 = EDB 22320] 

[ICVR, III 6592 = EDB 22499] 



Catacomb of Domitilla, hypogaeum of the Flavi Aurelii.  

Inscriptions in situ with anchors 
(Photos by A. E. Felle, on permission of  PCAS) 

  
[ICVR 6645 = EDB 22568 cub. Mb 

cub. Mi 

[ICVR, III 7230 = EDB 23805] 

gall. M15 

[ICVR, III 7314 = EDB 23383] 



Catacomb of Domitilla, hypogaeum of the Flavi Aurelii.  

Inscriptions in situ consisting by monograms 

 (Photos by A. E. Felle, on permission of  PCAS) 

  
[ICVR 7061 = EDB 22122] [ICVR, III 7229 = EDB 23804] cub. Mb 

cub. Mi 

[ICVR, III 7230 = EDB 23805] 

gall. M4 

[ICVR, III 7060 = EDB 22121] 



Catacomb of Domitilla, cubiculum Ml.  

Inscription in situ  [ICVR, III 7195 = EDB 23766]:  

a. ᾿Ε{ν}ξουπερα<ν>τίας / ((avis)) 

 b. ((avis)) 
 

 

 



ICVR, III 7195 = EDB 23766 

ICVR, III 6857 = EDB 23062 ICVR, III 6909d = EDB 18064 



EDB + Domitilla Projekt.  

Detail of the second level plan, region M  

Result of the interactive link to EDB23766 = ICVR III 7195 

 





[ICVR, III 7315 = EDB 23384] 

[ICVR, III 6980 = EDB 23183] 

[ICVR, V 15221 = EDB 5379] 

[ICVR, V 14845 = EDB 1066] 

inscriptions from the catacomb of Praetextatus inscriptions from the catacomb of Domitilla 
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Inscriptions from Domitilla's 

catacomb.  

Materials and techniques in 

the two main levels of the 

subterranean cemetery, 

region by region (percentage 

values) 

 

2nd level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st level  



Hypogaeum of the  

Flavi Aureli 

Domitilla catacomb plan with positioning of frescoes and their chronology, by N. Zimmermann 



Epigraphy, Art History, Archaeology, Topography in a Roman Catacomb  
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