
THE ASHMOLEAN LATIN INSCRIPTIONS PROJECT (AshLI): 

 Bringing epigraphic research to museum visitors and schools 

 

Dr Jane Masséglia, CSAD, University of Oxford 



 



Thomas Howard, 21st Earl of Arundel 
(1585 – 1646) 

Richard Chandler, 
  Marmora Oxoniensia (1763) 



Labels and Stamps Honorific Votive 

Funerary Gold-glass 

Over 300 
Latin-

inscribed 
objects in 

total 



School children  
& Teachers 

The Visually  
Impaired 

University Students  
& Teachers 

International 
Academics 



Alison Cooley Susan Walker Charles Crowther Janie Masséglia Hannah Cornwell Ben Altshuler 
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D     M 
To the spirits of the dead 

ConiugI optimo 
his excellent wife 

I. 
 Julius 

Flavius 
 

RUFUS 
the Redhead 

How old were they  
when they died? 

XXXVI 
36 

Qui vixit annos 
who lived for ... years 

LXI 
61 

Who is the  
tombstone for? 

Arriae 
for Arria 

PAULLAE 
the Little 

Matri suae 
his mother 

Fecit 
made this. 

Who set up the 
tombstone? 
 
Many Romans had  
a third, nickname  

M. 
 Marcus 

Pomponius 
 

MAXIMUS 
the Greatest 

LiviaE 
for Livia 

TERTiae 
the Third 

XXiV 
24 

L. 
Lucius 

Valerius 
 

VITALIS 
the Lively 

IULIAE 
for Julia 

PULCHRae 
the Beautiful 

 filiae carissimae  
his dearest daughter 
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Google Analytics 
 
July-August:  
411 (207 from UK, 59 from US) 
 
August-Sept:  
1799 (361 from UK, 900 from US) 

Blog: www.ashmolean.org/ashwpress/latininscriptions 
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Pilot Schools 



Museum Sessions 



Museum Sessions 



Museum Sessions: ‘Death in Rome’ 

Craft workshop - ancestor masks (all day): 
A drop-in session running throughout the event. 
Education Suite. 
 
Gallery Tours (20 mins), each repeated three times: 
• ‘Remembering the Romans’. A look at the very 

different objects used by the Romans to 
remember the dead. The Rome Gallery  

•  ‘Learn to read a Roman Tombstone’. A chance to 
test your code-cracking skills on real Latin 
inscriptions. No previous Latin required! The 
Reading and Writing Gallery. 

 
Story-telling (15 minutes), repeated three times: 
Aeneas’s journey to the underworld. Cast Gallery. 
 
Public Lecture (30 minutes), repeated twice:  
‘Popping your sandals. A beginner’s guide to death in 
Rome.’ Lecture Theatre. 
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Worksheets Craft Activities 1-slide presentations 

Online Teaching Resources 



 

Online Teaching Resources 



 

Online Teaching Resources 



AshLI: 
• E-mail: jane.masseglia@classics.ox.ac.uk 

 
• Blog:  http://www.ashmolean.org/ashwpress/latininscriptions  
 or Google ‘Reading, Writing, Romans’ 

 
• Twitter:          @AshmoleanLatin 

Contact details and weblinks: 

Ashmolean Museum: 
• Homepage: http://www.ashmolean.org 
• Schools and Learning pages: http://www.ashmolean.org/education 

TES Connect (online teaching resources): 
 
• http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resources 

Google Analytics: 
• http://www.google.co.uk/analytics 
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